Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.036; wR factor = 0.094; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.3.
In the title compound, C 14 H 9 Br 2 N 3 O 4 ÁCH 3 OH, the Schiff base molecule adopts an E geometry with respect to the C N bond and the benzene rings are oriented at a dihedral angle of 45.3 (2) . An intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bond helps to establish the conformation. In the crystal, the methanol solvent molecule is linked to the Schiff base molecule through an O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond and intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the components to form layers parallel to the bc direction.
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For our previous work in this area, see : Yin, Qian et al. (2007) ; Yin, Guo et al. (2007) ; Qian et al. (2009 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: HB5053). (Yin, Qian et al., 2007; Yin, Guo et al., 2007; Qian et al., 2009) , we now report the synthesis and structure of the title compound, (I), (Fig. 1) .
The Schiff base molecule adopts an E geometry with respect to the C=N bond, and there forms an intramolecular O-H···N hydrogen bond. The two benzene rings forms a dihedral angle of 45.3 (2)°. The dihedral angle between the O3/N3/ O4 plane and the C9-C14 benzene ring is 37.1 (2)°. The methanol molecule is linked to the Schiff base molecule through the O-H···O hydrogen bond (Table 1 ). In the crystal structure, molecules are linked through intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) to form layers parallel to the bc direction (Fig. 2) .
Experimental 2-Nitrobenzohydrazide (1 mmol, 0.181 g) and 3,5-dibromosalicylaldehyde (1 mmol, 0.280 g) were dissolved in anhydrous methanol (15 ml). The mixture was stirred for several minutes at room temperature. The product was isolated and recrystallized from methanol, colourless blocks of (I) were obtained after five days.
Refinement
The imino H atom was located in a difference map and its positional parameters were refined with a fixed isotropic thermal parameter of 0.08 Å 2 . Other H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined as riding with C-H = 0.93 Å (aromatic) and 0.96 Å (methyl), O-H = 0.82 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) and 1.5U eq (C15 and O).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I). Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. Hydrogen bonding is shown as dashed lines. 
